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EXTEACTS FEOM THE LETTER-BOOK OP JAMES 
CLAYPOOLE. 

[The following are selections from the letter-book of James Claypoole, 
merchant, of London, who emigrated to Philadelphia in 1683. 

This book consists of 447 pages of large cap size, 426 of which contain 
the letters written in London between 3d mo. 6th, 1681, and July 10, 
1683, and the remainder of those sent from Philadelphia. The latter are 
here given entire ; of the former, only extracts are given of such por- 
tions as relate to Pennsylvania and his intended removal thither.] 

London, y e 12th. 5th mo 1681 
To Samuell Clarridge — 

" I have begun my letter in too little a ps. "of pap. to give 
thee my Judgmt. of Pensilvania, but in short I and many 
others wiser than I am doe very much approve of it : and 
doe Judge ¥m. Penn as fitt a man as any is in Europe to 
plant a Country : when he comes to towne I shall treat with 
him for 5000 Acres for thee : I know 100 fib is y e purchase 
thereof: and if thou dost not conclude soon it may be too 
late: for wee suppose in a few weeks hee will be gone 
thither :" 

London, 13 of 5th. mo. 1681 
To Ebwd. Claypoole — 

" My Sister Norton and her son James are to imbarque 
this month for Few Jersy to my brother." 

London 26th. of 5 mo. 1881 
To Samuell Clarridge — 

"My servt. sent thee a pap that Wm. Penn gave him 
about Pensilvania : I would have had some discourse with 
him but y* hee was in such extra, haste to be gone towards 
Bristole y' wee could not have time, but hee said hee had 
writt to thee, and would discourse mee fully in a few dayes : 
there is great encouragmt. both as to y e Country, and Gouv- 
ernour, who I believe will establish good lawes as near as 
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hee eann, I have not time else I would say more ... if I 
had a mind to buy Land there, I would forbear till I saw 
that he was not interrupted by Baltamore in his taking pos- 
session, for this Baltimore is a great Governor, in Maryland, 
that borders upon Pensylvania, and has reed. Rent for some 
yeares past of the Inhabitants thereof, and its like does so 
to this day by Connivance, but keep this to thy selfe." 

London y e 10 7 mo 1681 
To Samuell Clarridge — 

" William Penn does not intend for Pensylvania till next 

spring and then tis like there will be many people ready to 

goe from England Scotland & Ireland: he is offred great 

things 6000 ft> for a Monopoly in Trade : wch. he refuses : 

and for Islands & fJticular places great sums of Money, but 

he designes to doe things equally betweene all partyes, and 

I believe truely does aime more at Justice and righteousnes 

& spreading of truth, then at his owne f^ticular gaine : I 

try'd him about thy proposalls to take 100 ft> for 5000 Acres, 

and abate y 8 quitt Rent, wch. he refused intending to do 

equally by all. If thou wilt be concerned y e halfe of 5000 

Acres, I will have the other halfe, and make as good tearmes 

for thee as for myselfe : It may be I shall get him to take 

his mony in Ireland:" "No quitt Rent to begin by the 

purchasers of Pensylvania till above 3 yeares hence." 

London, 24th. 7 mo. 1681 
To Arthur Cotten — 

" There is a ship going to Pensilvania from Bristol], and 

Wm. Pen is gone thither to take his leave of y e friends, and 

there is another ship going thither from hence, and may be 

ready in a fortnight, but "Wm. Pen goes not till spring." 

London. 22 8 mo 1681 
To Samuell Clarridge — 

I have possitively bought 5000 Acres of land of Wm. 

Penn and am to pay him 100 ft> for it next 3d. day, and I 

know not but y* I may buy y° quitt Rent off also for 20 ft>" 

Vol. x.— 13 
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London 28th 8th. mo 1681 

To Norton Claypoole — 

" I have purchased of Wm. Petm 5000 Acres in his Coun- 
try, and I know not how I may be disposed in my own 
mind in a year or 2 time to remove thither wth. my family, 
however in the mean time I propose to send over my attor- 
ney wth. some servts. to build and plant &c. and to fMde 
Cattle and all other necessarys, that if I ever come there, my 
land may be still Improving or some prt. of it and not lye 
wholy wast, Or if I should send over one of my Sons as 
overseer, and servants, wt. sort of Servants may be most 
ffitable." 

London 26. 9 mo. 1681 
To Samuell Clarridge — 

" Thomas Rudyard is agreeing here with a great shipp 
for Pennsylvania : and I here there is another goeing from 
Bristoll: and in y 8 beginning of y e Summer it is expected 
there will goe 3„ or 4„ shipps more from here : I must send 
some servants to Improve my land, if I could tell where to 
gett some that were likely to doe well, and should be glad 
of a little advise from thee :" 

London, 13 10 mo 1681 
To Saml. Clarridge — 

" If thou hadst not forbid the delivery of Thy letter to 

~W. P. thou mights well think I would have given it him and 

as to thy judgmt. of the letters from New Jarsy that they are 

to decoy people that is known to be otherwise, and that the 

chiefest of them came from very honest faithfull friends :" 

London. 11 12 mo. 1681 
To Francis & George Rogers. — 

" The method of friends taking up land of Wm. Pen is 
by deeds of conveyance for wch. the Purchaser pays abt. 
12s. If it be for 5000 Acres wch. is called a whole share or 
fipriety : for that we pay £100 & 50s. %> annum quit rent to 
begin in 83 or 84 (I cannot tell wch.) they that will pay no 
rent must pay £120 prest, & so for a lesser quantity ^por- 
tionable, and he that can settle some few familys, I think 
abt. 6 may have his land altogather and every purchaser of 
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5000 Acres is to have 100 Acres by lot in y 8 first city, the 

consessions or fundamentalls for governmt. are to be ^fected 

this day and then to be Ingrosed & signed & sealed by y° 

governour & purchasers, wch. if it may be Emitted, I shall 

send you a Copy of, and then may write you more at large, 

if you intend to be concerned as also abt our Pensilvania 

Compa." 

London. 9 1 mo 1681-2 
To ¥m. Popple & Rob. Stewart. 

" I am desired by ¥m. Pen, who is my singular good 
friend, whom I suppose ¥m. Popple has also some knowl- 
edge of to write to get abt. 1500 or 2000 vine plants to carry 
with, him to Pensilvania a Colony in y" West Indies near 
Mary Land wch. the King has given him, lying in 41, 42. 
43 degr. of Northern latitude, whether he Intends God will- 
ing wth. his family and servts. & many friends this summer, 
he desires of those that bears the best grapes, rather than y* 
most" 

London, 14 1 mo 1681-2 
To Francis & Geo. Rogers. 

" As to y* settling of a Compa. in Pennsylvania we have 
had many meetings, and debated about it, and brought mat- 
ters now so to bear as we think will give generall content. 
The proposalls or Articles are transcribeing, and next week 
we shall come to a conclusion either to desist or send coppies 
abroad, and then I shall advise you further." 

London, 21 1 mo 1681-2 

To "Francis & Geo. Rogers — 

" As to planting my land in Pensilvania, I have had divers 
considerations in my mind wch. way to 'pceed, but cannot 
come to any result, sometimes I am thinking to send one of 
my sons as an overseer wth. 2 or 3 servants to build a little 
house and plant an Orchard & Garden & get some Cattell & 
ground cleared for Corne, and so to go on raising of Corne 
& Cattell, & other times I am thinking to send some honest 
poor friend wth. a servt. or two to act for me as my Attor- 
ney, that if I should have an Inclination hereaftr. to go 
thither wth. my family, I may have a house & some ^visions 
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ready, I conclude on neither as yet because of some objec- 
tions, wch. I can not get over, and the setling y e Compa. 
wherein I here may some Incouragmt. be offered for my 
going there myselfe, and one grand objection is, that I may 
not possibly like y 8 house, nor situation, & so not care to 
dwell in it, wn. we have concluded our business & all things 
else relating to y e Compa. we shall send Coppys thereof to 
divers parts, and among y" 1st. to you at Corke" 

London, 28 1 mo 1682 
To Francis & Geo. Rogers — 

" The Articles for the Pensilvania Compa. are printing, 
& I hope will be done by next post, and then either Philys 
Ford or myselfe will send you one, I cannot tell wt. to write 
you abt. the deeds for Land, but yours will be like mine and 
others wch. are approved on by men skilled in the law, and 
as to improving of land there I can say little at present but 
do find my selfe more and more Inclined to goe, so that I 
believe it will be my lot to remove wth. my family before a 
year be past, whereof I shall write you farther," ..." I 
have subscribed 100 ft) in y" Compa. stock, hope y e same of 
you and others." 

London 4 2 mo. 1682 
To Francis & Geo. Rogers — 

" I at this time convey the Articles of y e Pensilvania 
Compa. wch. I suppose upon ^usall you will easily under- 
stand if you are satisfyed so as to subscribe you must ordr. 
some one to do it in time, and send your vote against the 
29th. Next month, when the Subscriptions is to be con- 
firmed by depositing 5 1$c and the 8 Generall officers The 
Treasurer & Committe as ^ the 5th. Article, there are Some 
here privately talked of that are intended to be nominated 
at the Generall Court for President, Deputy, Secretary &c. 
but at present I think it not convenient to mention them, 
but by next post we expect Wm. Pen in Town, and then I 
expect he will either write to you himself or Joyn wth. 
Philys Ford & I to write to you and other friends of Cork 
in advice to you abt. this business, in the Interim please to 
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communicate it as far as your freedome to friends or others 
as Jno. Hamon Tho: Cook, Rbt. Rogers &c." 

London 19 2 mo 1682 
Joseph Grove — 

" My eldest Sonne is goeing away this week in the Amity 
Richard Diamond for Pennsylvania to bee an Assistant to 
¥m Penns surveighor. I have bought 5000 acres of land, 
and may probably be concerned in the Oompa. or society of 
wch. I send thee a book Inclosed, and one of ¥m. Lodding- 
tons : Soe if the Lord cleares up our way, I hope I may re- 
move next year with my whole family thither. ... I in- 
tend to continue my Correspondancy with thee as long as I 
stay here, and also when I come to Pennsylvania for wee 
have a prospect of a considerable trade between Barbadoes 
& Pennsylvania wee calculate there will go thither from 
hence above 1000 friends this year : after Mid-summer then 
2 or 3 shipps will go from London, then "Wm. Penn and 
his family goes : Thomas Rudyard Ohriste. Taylour and his 
family and many others, Then two shipps from Bristoll and 
5 from Wales : so that if y* Lord bless us and prosf} our way 
the Country will be planted in a little time" 

London. 20 2 mo 1682 
To Edwabd Claypoole — 

" Have bought 5000 Acres of land of Wm. Pen & we are 
endeavouring to settle a Society for trade, according to this 
— Inclosed book of Articles, there has been subscriptions 
allready for near 10000 lb but we laid that aside ; not having 
agreed on all ^ticulars & now the next week we shall begin 
to subscribe according to this booke Divers ^sons have de- 
sired that if the stock be considerable, so as y* we shall 
fJceed, that I might be one of y" Principall Officers as Dep- 
uty, for there are 2 Chosen for President & Treasurer ; wch. 
I am Inclined to accept of if they chuse me, however I have 
a great drawing in my mind to remove wth. my family 
thither, so that I am given up if the Lord clears our way to 
be gone next spring, it may be about a year hence, I know 
not of any sooner time, in y e mean time I am verry willing 
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and desirous to serve my Correspondents here, & shall do it 
wth. y e same care & diligence as formerly, & thee in ^ticu- 
lar Brother, I hope thou wilt not lessen or wth. draw thy 
business, for I shall be writing thee almost every mon. how 
my mind stands as to this matter, and if anything should 
come near y e time of our going away, I shall certainly leave 
a letter of Atturney wth. some very honest sufficient man, 
to answer all bills, & to make full returns both to thee & all 
others, so that none shall have any cause to complain of me, 
for I shall doe Justly & honestly by all people, . . . Advise 
in thy next wt. I might have 2 negroes for, that might be 
fit for cutting down trees, building plowing or any sort of 
labour, that is required in y" 1st. planting of a country, I 
hope to carry 10 or 12 servts. from hence, & many people 
that love us well are Inclined to goe wn. we goe ¥m. Pen 
himselfe & family goes this summer, & ^bably abt. 1000 
people & he is so much my friend that I can have anything 
in reason I desire of him," " I look not at all that but at the 
hand of y e Lord, who I believe will bless us this way. I had 
a letter from Brother Norton this week dated y" 16 10 mo 
from new Deal in Delaware bay where he is settled in a 
Plantation, he writes his wife and child was come, and he 
was going to fetch them home ; Brother Wingfield is like 
to goe wth. us to Pensilvania, & has ^mised to subscribe 
50 ft) in y* Compa. stock, & I hear my Brother Jno. is much 
inclined to it. Pray Brother in thy next give me wt. advise 
thou canst abt. carrying things necessary for our first set- 
tling, & planting, & consider if there may not probably be a 
trade between Berbados & Pensilvania, we hope to have 
Corne & wine & Cattle, if the Lord blesses us, in a few 
years :" 

London 30 3 mo 1682 
To John Spread — 

" "Wee are fixing of a Compa. for trade in Pennsylvania 

by a pattent from the Governor "Wm. Penn, according to 

this Inclosed printed booke. Wee have subscribed between 

5 and 6000 lb , and till y° 29 next month y e subscriptions goe 

on here, then wee shall provide a Cargo upon y e Compa. 
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accot. and do hope to have a ship arrive there before winter 
and then for 6 months after subscriptions will be taken there 
to enlarge the stock : So that if thou or any friend or ac- 
quaintance of thine, have a mind to be concerned, you may 
send yor ordr. about subscribing : I hope through the Lords 
assistance to be there next year with all my family, I intend 
to imbark about the next first month call'd March : They 
have chosen Mcho. Moore president Jno. Simcock Deputy ; 
and myselfe Treasurer wch was done yesterday also an Agent 
and 6 factors to manage concernes here, and 12 for a Com- 
mittee In Pennsylvania :" 

London 27 4 mo 1682 
To Edward Claypoole — 

" I am still in the same mind of removing with my family 

to Pennsylvania in the spring about the first month, and 

shall ordr. my busyness accordingly, and as soon as I cann 

fix upon an Attourney with whom to leave my concernes 

here, I shall advise thee thereof: I have a trusty servant 

that is very dilligent and capable to do busyness, and has 

about 3 yeares to serve, but wee are not yet fully agreed 

about his staying here, or goeing with mee, and my sonne 

James who is now near 18 yeares old has an inclination to 

stay here, and I and his mother are willing hee should : but 

wee shall consider further, and in a few months come to a 

Conclusion. The Pennsylvania society hath chosen mee 

treasurer & propose to allow mee 100 ft> start 1$ annum and 

to dwell and dyett in their house to keep their effects of all 

sorts, and to oversee servants and buy & sell &e. wee have 

about 8000 ft> subscribed, and do expect it will bee made up 

10000 ft), the J of wch. wee take in at present : and y e other 

J as wee shall have occasion the next year or afterwards : 

... I think I must have 2 Negroe men stronge fellowes 

and a boy and Girle, so I desire thee y* when thou meets 

with such as may be prof? for y a Country and my occasions 

to keep them for mee : The boy & girle may bee from 12 to 

17 yeares old or between 10 and 15 : ... If thou art 

minded to subscribe into the Compa. stock thou may send 

ordr. by Saml. Carpenter, or to Doct r . Nicho. Moore who 
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is our president, and intends to be gone from hence in a 
month or thereabouts, and for half a year after the Arrivall 
of y e first compa. shipp the book of subscriptions will be 
open : I shall be in a Capacity to serve my friends in Penn- 
sylvania as well as if I was not Treasurer to y 8 Compa. I 
shall expect thy advise, and I hope thou will not be sparinge." 

London, 14 5 mo 1682 
To Norton Claypoole — 

" I have 100 Acres where our Capitall Citty is to be upon 

y 8 River near Sehoolkill & Peeter Cooks, there I intend to 

plant & build my first house wee have Erected a Society for 

trade in Pensylvainia ... if there be any friend or 

aqquaintance of thine y*is inclined to Joyne wth. us I desire 

thee to encourage it, for y° greater or. Stock y* more easily 

will it bear y" Charge, for wee could very well imploy 

20000 ft) stock, One Doctr. Moore a very worthy ingenious 

person is Chosen presedent, John Symcock of Pensylvainia 

Deputy president, I am Chosen Treasurer, they allow y e 

president 150 ft> y e dept. & Treasurer, each 100 ft> fJ annum 

agreed for 7 yeares to come we are to send over a 100 servts. 

to build houses, to plant & improve land and for Cattle & to 

sett up a glass house for Bottles drinking glass & window 

glass, to supply y 8 Islands & continent of America & we hope 

to have wine & oyle for Mrchandize, & some liuon however 

hemp for Cordage, & for Iron Lead & other Mineralls we 

have no doubt off so y* through y 8 blessing of god wee may 

hope for a great increase And it may come to be a famous 

Compy. We have sent a messenger to y 8 Emperour & Kings 

to settle a Constant friendship & trade between us & have 

sent y m dinners Resents in y 8 name of y 8 Society & do reserve 

about 2000 ft) for y e Beaver & Furr trade & Sckins we have 

bought 20000 Acres of land & shall have 400 Acres of it y 8 

Capitall Citty where our house must be built wth. divers 

warehouses & offices, As for the governour Wm. Penn he 

has bin and will be very kind to us, besides his Subscription 

wch. is Considerable he has given us y 8 quitt rent of all or. 

land and most ample pattent or Charter to be Confirmed by 
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the first generall Assembly in Pensylvania wth. as many 
priveledges as wee could desire, whereby we are a Corpora- 
tion a Lordship & mannor having a magistracy & Governmt. 
wth." or selves, y" 3 principall officers aforesd. being Justices 
of y" Peace. ... I thank thee for thy advice about goods 
y' may be proper to send, and I desire thee give mee what 
farther advice and direction thou canst, wch. may be very 
benificiall to me, so be not sparing of thy Paines but lett thy 
advice be large and full." 

London. 5 6 mo 1682 
To Fran. & Geo. Rogers. 

" We want servants for y 8 Society of all Capacities, there 

will go three Shipps this month, in one goes Vm. Penn, In 

another the President and Servants for y e Compa. y e 3d. is 

Tho. Hutson a great shipp gone yesterday with passengers." 

London. 5 7 mo 1682 
To Wingfield Claypoole. 

" I desire thee to get me some good servts for Pennsyl- 
vania either husbandman Carp bricklayr. or almost any other 
trade." 

London. 12 7 mo 1682 
To Samuell Clarridge 

" y" writings for East Jarsey are fJfected : I read them all 
over myself, and saw them signed and delivered and sub- 
scribed as a witness, and they were to be recorded in Chan- 
cery : and is expected will be ready tomorrow : but I doubt 
hee will not deliver mee all y" writeings for 200 ft> for there 
must be 50 ft» advance towards y e Stocke." 

London. 21 7 mo 1682 
To John Goodson — 

"Dear Friend I hope by this time you are safe in y 8 

Downes which I should be glad to heare by a few lines 

From thee and how you all doe on borde and what order 

they keep we pleaded with y 6 master for a batemt. for thee 

either in .... or that J passinger but could not prevail he 

said thy accomodetion in the Gun room was worth as much 

as the prsidents in y" Cabbin he promised that Edward Cole 
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should keep his place with thee all y 8 voyage so I desire thee 
to insist upon it that he may not be turned out for he is a 
Civill man and will not wrong any but may be wronged by 
others : I gave the Boatswaine halfe a crowne to be kind to 
him, and spake to the mates and to the President the like : 
So I hope he will be well used, here is y° Indenture for 
Edwd. Cole who is to serve mee 4 yeares ; which I desire 
thee to lay up safe for mee till I come to Pennsylvania : and 
here is the bill of parcells for the goods in the Chest and 
bundle being Iron mongers Ware : tooles, for workinge and 
some matterialls towards y 8 building of a house : wch. lett 
him take a Coppie of, and the other things were committed 
to his care being in his name. Chest, and a case a bundle 
and an Iron pott : here is also one of the bills of ladeing for 
freit. and passage. Hee arriving in health in y e Country I 
expect he should ent r upon my land, where y° first Citty is 
intended to bee built. And there with the advise of ¥m, 
Penn Doct r Moor Tho: Holmes Ralph Withers and thyselfe : 
I would have him to beginn to build a house that may re- 
ceive us, If it please y e lord wee arrive there in the 2d. or 
3d. month next : If it bee but a slight house like a barne 
with one floore of two Chambers : and will hold us and our 
goods and keep us from y 6 sunn & weath 1 it may suffice : I 
would also have some trees planted at y" right season for an 
orchard between the trees growinge, wch. may be either 
lowp'd or sawed of near the topp or roote as is most advise- 
able : but for Grubbing up, I think that may be left till I 
come with more help : I need not name the fruite trees but 
I would have all such sorts as o r neighbours there do plant : 
But principally I would have him look out for Earth to make 
Bricks and prepare as much as he cann in y" most conve- 
nient place to work upon in Springe. I write to my Broth' 
Edward Claypoole of Barbados to send mee one or 2 good 
stout negroes in y 8 Spring, and I hope to bring a Carpent. 
a husbandman & some other servants with mee : I would 
have a sellar und r y 8 house if it may bee, as to his mainte- 
nance till I come I know not how to advise, but must leave 
y' to him, and to y e advise of my good friends there : I hope 
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hee will be wise & save & do what hee cann for my advan- 
tage, and then I shall be y e more ^engaged to do for him ; 
and y" more peace & satisfaction he will have in his owne 
minde : Truly my desire is y* we may all have an Eye to y" 
Lord in all o r undertakings, who is the great provider for 
all and y" preserver of all ; that we may soe live in his fear 
y* we may honn r his name and truth and in our whole con- 
versation answ r his wittness in all people so shall righteous- 
ness establish our Nation, and our habitations be in peace 
and safety even in Jerusalem, that is a quiet habitation." 

London, 21 7 mo 1682 
To Edward Cole— 

" I would willingly have a cell r und. y" house for I shall 

bring wines and other liquors y* the heat may otherwise 

spoyle : . . . write what things is most wanted for my 

concernes there, and what kind of land my Lott is, and how 

it lyes as to y" River &c. and what wat r and trees and all 

things needful to be known when thou hast got a hovell to 

keep them safe, and provition without much charg for food, 

thou wert best buy a Cow and a Sow or two for breed, but 

in all things get good advise." 

London, 21 7 mo 1682 
To Thomas Lovedat — 

" Our presid* with above 50 servts. belonging to y e Society 
is going away in a great shipp for Pennsylvania, we suppose 
it is this night in y" Downes : It is about 500 Tunn called 
y" Jeoffries Thomas Arnall M r Wm. Penn & those friends in 
y" wellcome, we hope may be near half way thith r there have 
been divers false reports to discourage people as if a Shipp 
from Bristol with friends was cast away, and y* Carolina 
was seized by y e Spaniards but all is well and like to prosf)." 

London, 23 7 mo 1682 
To Edward Claypoole — 

"I have sent by Capt n Arnall (who is in y" Downes bound 

for Pennsylvania) an honest man to build mee a slight house 

and plant an Orchard and clear some ground with the help 

of a Carpent r that is goeing with another friend : My man 
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is a Brick maker, but has skill in planting and husbandrie 
and a p" of a Carpent', he is an honest industrious solid man 
of about 47 yeares old, and one called a Quaker : for his 
assistance and for my use and service I desire thee to pro- 
vide me 2 good stout negroes men, such as are like to be 
plyable and good natured : and ingenious : I question not 
but thou knowes better then I doe wch. may be fittest for 
me : and I hope thou wilt be so kind as to lett mee have 
those w eb are good likely men : for some I hear are so ill 
natured and surrly, that a man had bett* keep a Bear, and 
some again so ingenious dillig 4 and good natured, that they 
are a great comfort and Benefitt to a man and his family : 
And my family is great and I have 3 young Children : so that 
it may bee very prejudiciall to mee to have bad negroes : I 
would also have a boy and a girle to serve in my house : I 
would not have either of them und r 10 yeares or above 20 : 
but principally observe their nature and Capacity : If I have 
them in y e 3 d or 4 th month in Pennsylvania may be well, but 
y e men I would have sent by y" first oppertunity in Spring, 
directed to Jno. Goodson at Upland In Pennsylvania Chyr- 
rurgeon to the Society of traders, or in his absence to Ralph 
"Withers, to whom I have given a lett r of attourny to be 
deputy Treasurer to y e Society till my Arrivall." 

London. 11 8 mo 1682 
To Edward Claypoole — 

" I desired thee to send mee to Pennsylvania 2 Negroes : 

... I desire to have one man & one woman :" 

London 14 9 mo 1682 
To Thomas Cooke — 

" The shares of East Jarsy is upon y e riseing hand, and I 

am not sure I can purchase a 24th. for 450 fi> but if thou 

will give mee ord r I will do for thee as well as I cann." 

London— 9 11 mo 1682 
To Robert Turner — 

"I reed yesterday thine 29th. past as to our intended 

voyage for Pensylvania, we hope to be ready to imbarq abt. 
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y" end of the 1st. month, and are looking out for a good ves- 
sell to carry us, I am in Treaty wth. one Jeffries M r of a 
shipp of 500 Tunn, w ch will require 2 mo: time to gett ready 
in, he has used the Virginia trade and may be very fitt for 
us both ship and M r if we can but procure company and 
goods enough to make a bargain w th him to engage him into 
Delaware river directly w ch we suppose ab* 80 Passingers 
and 50 Tou of goods may doe, she is by report for I have 
not yet seen her a very brave ship as not many Mrcht" ships 
in England exceeds her so if thou knowst of any friends in 
Ireland that have a purpose of going to Pensylvania or New 
Jarsy, and will take this opportunity it may be a great ac- 
comodation to them as well as to us if thou hears of any I 
desire thee write to me ab* it, as for any news for Pensylva- 
nia we have of late none but good, there had been 21 sail 
ships arrived last summer in Delaware and the country is 
very well liked for Pleasantness by the people, Wm. Penn 
was well and things was like to be settled to content and 
was received w th a great deal of love and respect and had 
held a Court in Pensilvania and was gone to hold another 
at New Castle, and there also the people readily subjected 
to him and there was like to be a good understanding and a 
fair setlem* of the bounds between Baltamore and him, I 
suppose thou heard long since of 31 friends that dyed in 
Wm. Pens ship of the small pox, but as for other reports, 
w oh we believe are lyes it is in vain to mention them, we are 
in dayly expectation of another ship from New York w cl1 will 
bring us more ample ace* of all things, w ch I may advise thee 
of, in the meantime I desire to hear from thee w n and how 
thou intends to goe and any other advice that thou thinks 
may be serviceable." 

London, 9 11 mo 1682-3 
To John Beer — 

" Thine of the 23 d past reed some days since from Exon as 

to thy proposall of furnishing me w th a ship for Pensilvania I 

should like it well if all things else were suitable, but a ves- 

sell of a hundred Ton will not serve us for we are like to be 

100 Passingers and do intend if we can compass it to have a 
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ship of 4 or 500 Ton and am now in Treaty w' h a M r of such 
a vessell that has used the Virginia trade so I cannot tell 
how I can serve thee in this matter, Thomas Singleton is 
going away tomorrow or next day, as to thy ability I doe 
not question that, and if there was any respect I could serve 
thee in I should readily do it." 

London 11 11 mo 1682-3 
To Edward Cole — 

"As I said before I hope there will be a little house built 
for us if it be but like a barne and if possible let there be a 
sellar made to keep some wine and other liquors Cool in 
that I intend to take w th me, for its like we shall come there 
in very hot weather, and if there could be some fruit trees 
set at the right season it might be well ... I writ to thee 
the 9th. and mentioned something of a servt. w A I have now 
agreed w th and bound for 8 years, his name is Phillip Brooks 
as 1$ the Inclosed Indenture w oh I send thee, as also the bill 
of lading from the M r and an Invoyce of his things w ch I 
desire thee to take care of and see that he has them all, . . . 
If thou hast not imploym' for him let him worke for some 
other body for wages, for I would not have him idle, and 
keep him in subjection and good ord r , I have committed the 
care of him and his Chest to Thomas Singleton M r of the 
ship and given him an ace', w* there is in it, that while he is 
on ship board he may looke a little after him, and see that 
he doth not make away his things, ... I have sent with 
the boy more things than he needs, but let him wear his old 
things out first, and upon those days he dos not work his 
new things." 
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(To be continued.) 



